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In 1906 a strong demand for a constitu-
tional parliamentary government resulted in
the call for a national assembly. This body
convened in Teheran on October 7, 1906.
Soon after this, Muzaffar-ed-Din abdicated,
and in 1907 his son, Mohammed AH, was
crowned shah. A new constitution was
granted giving Parliament control of
finances. Trouble arose between the assem-
bly and the shah, and ere long the country-
was plunged into a civil war. The parlia-
mentary party, or Nationalists, won, and in
1909 the shah was deposed and exiled. On
July 17, his son, Ahmed Mirza, a child of
seven was proclaimed shah under the re-
gency of a prominent Nationalist.
Meanwhile, in 1907, the Anglo-Russian
agreement for the economic partition of Per-
sia had been consummated. Russia used its
power against Parliament, and stirred up all
sorts of internal disorder. On the recom-
mendation of Mr. Taft, President of the
United States, W. Morgan Shuster was given
charge of financial matters in 1910. His
wise administration and just collection of
taxes created dissatisfaction among the
wealthy Persians, who preferred the old
policy of bribery, and under pressure from
Russia Shuster was compelled to resign. He
was succeeded by a Belgian selected by Rus-
sia and Great Britain. The Belgian treas-
urer-general resigned in 1914, and the same
year the regency was abolished.
During the World War, Parliament ceased
to function regularly, but good order in gen-
eral prevailed. At the close of the war, it
asked for freedom to manage its own finances,
but its credit was low, and an American Fi-
nancial Adviser was placed in charge in 1922,
and remained until 1925. Political unrest led
to a revolt by a powerful faction, and by the
coup d'etat of 1921, Kiza Khan Pahlevi, a
military leader, succeeded in getting control.
In 1923 Parliament made him Dictator with
rank of Prime Minister. Shah Abmed left
the country, and in 1925, Parliament declared
him no longer King and conferred the crown
on Riza Khan, with the approval and support
* of the most prominent landowners and busi-
ness men of the country. Thus ended a
dynasty which had ruled Persia almost auto-
cratically since 1779.
Related Articles. Consult the following
titles for additional information:
CITIES
Ispahan	Shiraz	Tabriz
Persepolis        Susa	Teheran
 HISTORY
Alexander the Great     Greece  (history)
Cyrus the Great	Triple Entente
Darius I	Xerxes
PERSIAN GULF, a gulf separating Per-
sia from Arabia and communicating with the
Arabian Sea by the Strait of Ormuz. Its
greatest length is 520 miles, its average
breadth, about 180. It receives the waters of
the united Tigris and Euphrates and of a
number of small streams. There are many
islands in the gulf, the largest of which are
Kishm, Ormuz and the Bahrein islands. In
the neighborhood of the latter there are im-
portant pearl fisheries.
PER'SIAN WHEEL, or NO'RIA, an an-
cient machine for raising water for irriga-
tion, It consists of & water wheel, with re-
volving buckets, and is variously constructed
and operated. One type of noria is oper-
ated in streams. The running water fills the
buckets and at the • same time turns the
wheel; when a filled bucket reaches the high-
est point, its lower end strikes a fixed ob-
stacle and the water is discharged into a reser-
voir. In Portugal, Spain, Southern France
and Italy, where this wheel is yet extensively
used to draw water from ponds and wells,
animals supply the motive power.
PERSIM'MON, or DATE PLUM, a wild
fruit tree which bears a tomato-colored fruit
of variable size. The American persim-
mon, which grows in all the Southern states,
reaches a height of about sixty feet. The
fruit, about the size of a walnut, is pulpy
and succulent and contains several oval
seeds. Although the fruit of some species
matures early, most persimmons are not fit
to eat until after the first frost. The Jap-
anese persimmon, a much smaller tree than
the American, is one of the principal fruit
trees of Japan.
PER'SOKAL PROPERTY, orPER'SON-
ALTY, in law, things movable or temporary,
as money, jewels, furniture, distinguished
from things fixed or immovable, which con-
stitute real property, in a general sense, as
estates in land and its fixtures. Specifically,
in law, the only firm distinction between real
and personal property is the disposition after
death, the former being inheritable, the lat-
ter being at the disposal of the administrator.
Title to personal property can usually be
transferred by verbal agreement, but real
property can be transferred only by writ-
ten contract See contract j kea& prop-
erty j deed*

